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Greetings 
 
During these challenging times, we’ve been working extra 
hard to make sure that services and supports built over 
the years for Appalachian Ohio families and communities 
are not washed away over night.  Thankfully, we’re doing 
OK.  Each of our Associate Executive Directors and I 
would like to thank all community partners for helping to 
redesign creative approaches that keep services in place. 

 
One example is a proposal that has been submitted by the Paint Valley ADAMH 
Board for Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission Pathways funding on behalf 
of service partners Goodwill Industries, Scioto-Paint Valley Mental Health Center 
and Integrated Services.  Following a series of “spirited” negotiating sessions, an 
agreement was reached to bring close to one million dollars worth of new 
resources to southeastern Ohio.  Funding will be announced soon and we are 
hopeful that this creative collaboration is the face of things to come. 
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Stay Connected 
 
The easiest way to communicate with any Integrated 
Services staff is to start with the Athens office.  Please 
feel free to give us a call or email.  We will put you in 
touch with the appropriate person. 
 
Stephen Poling 
spoling@integratedservice.org 
740-594-6807 
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SSI Ohio Project 
by Beth Strassman 
Behavioral Health Specialist 

 
Homelessness in Southeast Ohio is, as 
many things in this area are, uniquely 
different from other parts of the State. 
Rural homeless individuals don't have 
large shelters to sleep in, we don't have 
tent cities, and we don't often "see" them 
at all.  
 
In many cases homeless individuals have 
mental and/or physical disabilities which 
prevent them from working in mainstream 
society. Oftentimes these individuals are 
trying to get by while waiting for approval 
for Social Security income. This process 
can take a VERY long time. Recently, a 
collaborative effort has been focusing on 
assisting homeless individuals and families 
in Ohio by expediting the Social Security 
application process.  
 
There is a brand new pilot program called 
the "SSI Ohio Project" of which I am proud 
to be a part. The intent is to help 
participants in the program receive benefits 
if they are disabled AND homeless. The 
goal is to get approval for benefits in a 
shorter period of time. This will enable 
them to become housed in a safe and 
affordable dwelling, along with getting 
medical and mental health services that 
many so desperately need. Integrated 
Services and the Coalition on 
Homelessness & Housing in Ohio 
(COHHIO) have joined with The Benefit 
Bank and we will be providing services to 
homeless individuals in Southeast Ohio.  
 

In the political world of homelessness there 
are several barriers. To be considered 
"homeless" by the HUD definition, one 
must be in a shelter, living on the streets or 
in some way not have a roof over their 
heads and a bed to sleep in at night. If a 
person lives with his/her friends/family, 
they are not considered homeless by the 
U.S. Government. Additionally, the 
bureaucracy surrounding the Social 
Security Administration has caused 
applicants to wait as many as five years to 
be determined "disabled."  
 
The SSI Ohio Project's goal is to get the 
determination within 90 days. This will 
allow these individuals to get homes and 
essential daily living needs met in an 
efficient and timely manner. Our agency 
has joined forces with COHHIO's mission 
to reduce the amount of time homeless 
people wait to get their disability in five 
counties: Athens, Vinton, Hocking, Perry 
and Ross. This project will last one year 
and, hopefully, we will be able to 
substantiate a need for the program to 
continue beyond 12 months.  
 
There is a referral system to get access to 
the services we offer. Anyone interested in 
more information can contact me, Beth 
Strassman, via phone or email. 
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Roweton School Site set to begin 5 th year 
by Mike Magill  
Behavioral Heath Specialist 
 
 
The Roweton School Site will be opening 
its doors for the 5th straight year to help 
students who have difficulties in a 
“traditional” school setting.  Students are 
provided Mental Health Services by 
Integrated Services staff and receive 
assistance through the Ross-Pike 
Education District for academics.  The 
curriculum is provided by the Virtual 
Learning Academy and the lessons are 
done online.  Last year was a successful 
one for the site as our high school 
students averaged over four credits and 
all of our middle school students went to 
the next grade. 
 
The Integrated Services staff of Mike 
Magill, Matt Glandon, Linda Lansing, Barb 
Adcock, and Sarah Aldenderfer work 
closely with teachers and aides to provide 
the best possible learning environment for 
the students.  Incentives and field trips 
were included in the program as a way of 
motivating students.  Field trips included a 
trip to a Reds game and a trip to the local 
bowling alley.  Our students also enjoyed 
gift certificates and pizza when they did 
well.  Several of our students made it on 
our Honor Roll and were recognized in the 
local newspaper. 
 
Weekly behavioral/academic notes are 
sent to all families and agencies involved 
with the school and an end of the year 
report includes surveys from students, 
parents, agencies, home school districts 
and staff. Several agencies and districts 
have visited the Roweton Site for possible 
ideas to help with at-risk youth.  
 

The 2008-2009 school year was our 
second year of using the Virtual Learning 
Academy online program as the 
curriculum for our students. The 
cooperation and communication with the 
ESC and the local school districts have 
resulted in an improved year at the 
Roweton Site.  
 
The cooperation of multiple agencies, 
including Integrated Services of 
Appalachian Ohio, Ross County Juvenile 
Court, Ross County Job and Family 
Services, Ross County Educational 
Service District, and six local school 
districts, continues to enable the Roweton 
Site to operate more efficiently and 
effectively. This is a solid example of the 
positive effects that occur with youth and 
families when agencies collaborate.  
 
 


